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Introduction

> Bern-Fribourg Master in Earth Sciences
earth-science-master.unibe.ch

> Joint programme run by the Institute of Geological Sciences 
in Bern and the Department of Geosciences in Fribourg

> 5 Specialities

> Expanded number of lecturers and 
researchers

> Specialized geological know-how 
and facilities
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Bern-Fribourg Master in Earth Sciences 

> Interest:

— Specific master thesis topic

— Fascination for certain speciality

> Discussion with advisors (BE/FR)

— Choose your favorite speciality and 
master thesis

— Choose reasonable courses for module B
— Choose interesting courses for module C

Make your choice:
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Overview

> Curriculum: Modules (A, B, C, D)
> Enrolment incl BeFri registration

> Course registration (KSL and GEFRI)
> Examinations
> Course schedule
> Deadlines
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Curriculum

Bern-Fribourg Master in Earth Sciences 5

Module A Module B Module C Module D
Mandatory 
courses 
(6EC)

Speciality
courses
(30EC)

Elective
courses
(24EC)

Research 
thesis
(60EC)
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Module A (mandatory, 6 EC)
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Bern

• Dynamic Alps (3 EC)
(Excursion: 14. – 18.09.2026/ Week 1)

• Soft Skills I: Communication in Earth Sciences
• Paper in 1st semester (0.75 EC)
• Poster in 4th semester (0.75 EC)

• Soft Skills II: Research Seminar (1.5 EC)
• 2 oral presentations
• attendance at 30 talks during 4 semesters



Module A (mandatory, 6 EC)
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Fribourg

• Dynamic Alps (3 EC)
(Excursion: 14. – 18.09.2026/ Week 1)

• Soft Skills I (1.5ECTS): Communication in Earth Sciences –
together with UniBe

• Paper in 1st semester (0.75 EC)
• Poster in 4th semester (0.75 EC)

• Softskills II (1.5 ECTS) - UE-SST.00598: Research proposal
• Exploration of thesis topic
• Public proposal defense
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Module B: Elective Courses (30 EC)

8

earth-science-master.unibe.ch

http://www.earth-science-master.unibe.ch/
http://www.earth-science-master.unibe.ch/
http://www.earth-science-master.unibe.ch/
http://www.earth-science-master.unibe.ch/
http://www.earth-science-master.unibe.ch/


Bern-Fribourg Master in Earth Sciences 

Module C: Elective Courses (24 EC)
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Bern-Fribourg Master in Earth Sciences 

Module D: 
Master thesis Topics (60 EC) 
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Please note that this list is only a suggestion of topics 
Please discuss with all Research Groups / Supervisors at UNIFR and UNIBE

Please note that we can also bridge topics / domains



Bern-Fribourg Master in Earth Sciences 

1. Enrolment
university

2. Enrolment
Bern-Fribourg MSc
(Checkbox in
semester data sheet for
BeFri network)

3. Course
registration

Enrolment
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Bern-Fribourg Master in Earth Sciences 

Registration for 
Courses and Examinations
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Courses held entirely in Bern Courses held entirely in Fribourg
Registration in KSL:
www.ksl.unibe.ch

Registration for excursions in KSL
(further information by mail)

If not yet received a @students.unibe.ch-
address, please contact the lecturers in 
Bern about course

Checkbox BeNeFri-Convention in
www.selfservice.studis.unibe.ch
(each semester)

Registration in GEFRI:
www.myunifr.ch

Registration for courses and excursions in 
GEFRI

If not yet received a @unifr-address, please 
contact the lectures in Fribourg for course 
participation

Further information about registration in 
Fribourg: 
www.unifr.ch/scimed/de/studies/register

http://www.ksl.unibe.ch/
http://www.selfservice.studis.unibe.ch/
http://www.myunifr.ch/
http://www.unifr.ch/scimed/de/studies/register


Bern-Fribourg Master in Earth Sciences 

Registration for 
Courses and Examinations

13

Courses in Bern
www.ksl.unibe.ch
> Search with course number
> Registration courses:

consider deadlines!

Courses in Fribourg
www.myunifr.ch - GEFRI
> Search with course number
> Registration courses:

consider deadlines!

http://www.ksl.unibe.ch/
http://www.ksl.unibe.ch/
http://www.myunifr.ch/
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Courseware on Moodle

Bern-Fribourg Master in Earth Sciences 14

> moodle.unifr.ch
> Login with campus account

> Manual

http://www.ilias.unibe.ch/
http://www.ilias.unibe.ch/


Courseware on Ilias
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> www.ilias.unibe.ch
> Login with campus account
> Or direct links in KSL

> Manual

> UniBE /
Phil. Nat. Fakultät /
Erdwissenschaften

http://www.ilias.unibe.ch/
http://www.ilias.unibe.ch/


Examinations 

Bern:
> Registration at the latest 14 days before the examination date

> Withdraw at the latest 14 days before the examination date!
If registered, but failure to attend: lowest possible grade (1)

> If you fail an examination you may sit it only once more
(second mark is valid)

> You find all regulations on the factsheet incl. the BEFRI reglement:
www.geo.unibe.ch/factsheetmsc
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Courses held entirely in Bern Courses held entirely in Fribourg

Registration for exams via the online 
database KSL 

Registration for exams via the online 
database GEFRI

http://www.geo.unibe.ch/factsheetmsc


Examinations 

Fribourg:

 Online withdrawal: last day of registration
 Written withdrawal to the Dean’s office: two weeks before exam session
 If you fail an exam, you may take it only once more (second mark is valid)
 If you register for an exam but fail to attend  lowest possible grade (1!)
 You’ll find all information on https://www.unifr.ch/scimed/en/studies/register
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Courses held entirely in Bern Courses held entirely in Fribourg

Registration for exams via the online 
database KSL 

Registration for exams via the online 
database GEFRI

Winter Summer Fall
Exam Session 26.01.26 - 14.02.26 01.06.26 - 20.06.26 24.08.26 - 12.09.26
Registration 24.11.25 - 12.12.25 13.04.26 - 01.05.26 06.07.26 - 24.07.26

https://www.unifr.ch/scimed/en/studies/register


Travel expenses / Field expenses

> Travel expenses form
(end of semester)

> Field expense
reimbursement form
(max. 1500.- /
only with original receipts)
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Deadlines

> Immatriculation for fall semester (already started)
> Start meeting with advisors and selection of master thesis

> Dynamic Alps Excursion September 14th – 18th

> Course registration KSL (BE) see KSL
> Course registration GEFRI (FR) see GEFRI
> Registration BEFRI network (BE) 1st semester by Secretary’s Office,

(Checkbox in semester data sheet) each semester
> Registration GEFRI (FR) Information login in October !
> Registration examinations
> Travel expenses end of each semester
> Re-registration for next spring semester:

— payment of semester fee
— e-mail in mid December for semester data sheet
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Safety: Emergency Instructions
Questions related to safety: 

⇒ Participation on annual safety instructions by safety officer (GeSiBe):
Martin Wille: 031 684 87 70, martin.wille@unibe.ch
www.geo.unibe.ch  > about_us > safety_at_work (AGU)

Participation on safety instructions by safety officers/lab (UniFr):
Andres Rüggeberg: first aid, chemicals, labs – andres.rueggeberg@unifr.ch
Christoph Neururer: technical, electrical, X-ray – christophe.neururer@unifr.ch
https://www.unifr.ch/scimed/de/service/safety
NEXT LAB SAFETY TRAINING UNIFR: 25.11.2026 at 12.15
(register before 20.11.26)
People to ask:  Supervisor, safety officer, lab manager

> We provide technical/ personal equipment to work safe!
But a safe work environment is one's own personal responsibility

> A lab has rules:  know them! (if you don’t: ask!)
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Laboratories at UniBE and UNIFR

In general, before working in 
laboratories get in contact with the 
Laboratory responsible person to get an 
introduction into the laboratory.

This pictogram indicates rooms with special hazards, dangerous goods.
Before you can work in rooms with special hazards, you must have:

1. Initial instruction in the safety regulations of the respective laboratory
received by the laboratory manager and confirm this instruction with a
signature.

Additionally, and once a year:

2. Participation in the annual occupational safety instruction by the
GeSiBe OR the lab safety training at UNIFR

Gruppe:
KOPAS: Martin Wille Tel.: 8770
Laborchef: Christine Lemp Tel.: 5055

Vorschriften:

377

Gefahren:

SelFrag Labor
Mineralogie



Bern-Fribourg Master in Earth Sciences 

> Study Director (Bern)

Prof. Jörg Hermann

031 684 84 93
joerg.hermann@unibe.ch

Administration
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> Student Advisory Service,
Examinations, Excursions (Bern)

> Gabriela Wittwer and
Sarah Antenen

– 031 684 87 81 / 38 81
– gabriela.wittwer@unibe.ch
– sarah.antenen@unibe.ch

> Study Director (Fribourg)

Prof. Walter Joyce

026 300 89 36
walter.joyce@unifr.ch

> Student Advisory Service and
Examinations / GEFRI (Fribourg)

Sylvie Mauron

– 026 300 89 70
– sylvie.mauron@unifr.ch

mailto:joerg.hermann@geo.unibe.ch
mailto:sarah.antenen@geo.unibe.ch
mailto:sarah.antenen@geo.unibe.ch
mailto:walter.joyce@unifr.ch
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Tag 
des 

Student Organisation

2316. September 2022

GMF
Student’s association of the Institute of 
Geological Sciences - UNIBE

www.gmf-bern.ch



Tag 
des 

Student Organisation

2416. September 2022

Fachschaft Geosciences UNIFR
Student’s association of the Department of Geosciences - UNIFR

https://student.unifr.ch/geo/en/
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Questions?
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